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SUMMARY

The thesis by Mamuka Qapianidze — “Attribution and Expertise of Collection of
Weapons of the National Museum of Georgia” is offered on 162 computer pages. The
thesis consists of introduction, review of special literature, results of the studies carried
out by the author and their discussion given in five chapters, conclusion, list of references
and the annex.

The introduction substantiates the actuality of the studied theme, modern state of
its scientific research, the goal of the study, problems, objectives, theoretical and practical
bases and information base. The principal directions of the work and its scientific novelty
are formulated. Its practical significance is shown.

Review of special literature describes the present status of the problem study and
the alternate methods for the resolution of the flaws and modern scientific approaches of
their extirpation.

The first chapter offers the history of the fund of weapons of Simon Janashia
Museum of Georgia, and the ways of filling of the fund/corpus are described: these are
the materials obtained as a result of expeditions, exhibits which had been donated to
churches and later were transferred to the museum, accidentally acquired weapons,
confiscated and handed over by the collectors or purchased from them. The same chapter
offers biographical data of some collectors found in the archives of the museum.

The second chapter considers the methods of investigation, applied in the process
of the present study. These are historical, descriptive, comparative, stylistic-typological
analyses, spectral (determination of chemical composition of the material) and
metallographic analysis (micro structural study of weapon steel, evaluation of structure
and determination of technological characteristics) of cold arms. The scheme of the
complex method of the study is considered, which determines the possibility of
attribution-expertise of the exhibits.

The third chapter offers classification of the material of the weapon fund. Arms
are divided into two types, those for attack and for defense. Weapons for attack are:

Pricking weapon —“horoli (oroli) spear, lance, bayonet, “gmuri”, halberd,
“libandaki”, “alebardi”; throwing-procking weapons “mazraki”, “khufani”, “satkhedi”
(hand-spear), “geoni’”; throwing weapons: sling-shot, “filakavani”; shooting weapons —
bow and arrow, arbalest/cross-bow; striking arms — whip, “gurzi”, “goguti”, crook,
“argani”, “chuglugi”, battle axes, “ghajiebi”; cutting arms — sword, dagger, sabre, knife,
poniard.

Arms for defense are:”sakaco and satskheno” (for men” and “for horse”)

From the means of defense of the warrior the hoods, chest protecting and limb
protecting means are considered.

Battle hoods —helmet, cask, “chabalakhi”, “fafanaki”; for chest protection — coat
of mail, chain shirt, “begtari” (with metal plates) “tori” (whole iron or two-sectional)
“kafi”, “yalmagi” (coat made of chains); limb-protecting means—“khelnavi”, chain
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“safuxre”, for knees —“sakirmuza”, for hips. (chain for protection of legs), trousers made
of chains.

From the defense weapons/means the shield is described separately which was
used from times immemorial in battle art.

The same chapter considers the equipment of a warrior, before and after the
firearms were introduced.

Each type of arms is considered on the basis of correlation of the results of the
studies of archaeological material and ethnographic data. Scheme of development and
refining of the weapon was developed on the basis of the data available in Georgia.
Simultaneously with the Georgian material the weapons of other countries and ethnic
groups kept at the fund are considered.

The fourth chapter deals with the cold arms collection, which is presented by
500 swords/sabres. Classification of swords is made according to their origin, as follows:
Japanese, Chinese, Indian, Persian, Turkish, European, Russian, Caucasian, Middle Asian
and Georgian. Definite type of swords is described separately, according to the fund
material. Thus for example among the Japanese swards we isolated. These are “tekuto” —
old straight sward; “tanto” — knife, up to 30 cm in length; “vakidzashi” —small sword
from 39 cm to 60 cm; “tati” — big sword from 60 cm and longer (was carried with its tip
down); “katana” — a big sword (which was carried with the tip up). From the Chinese
swards:”vodao” and “chan ma dao”, which describes its designation and function —
“sword, which cuts horses” etc.

In typological attribution of swords the main attention was devoted to thorough
study of Georgian weapons. Diversity of Georgian sword was expressed in terminology
too. There are ten types of Georgian swords, which were preserved in Georgian life very
long. In the depository of the National Museum of Georgia we have “gorda”, “kaldy”,
“kabiani”, “davitperuli”, “franguli” (French) (with imprint of a wolf), “khevsuruli”,
“lekuri/cholauri” (sabre), ungruli” (Hungarian), “tbilisuri and Iranian type Georgian
sword. Irrespective of the fact that these forms of swards gradually, because of definite
practical designation or vogue, acquired names of foreign made swords, they in the
principle still express the character of locally made weapons and fall in the category of
“Georgian swords” without any problem.

The fifth chapter considers the stages of development of firearms: I —guns/rifles
with wick (XV-XVI cc), Il - rifles-pistols with rolls (XVI-XVII cc), 1lI- flintlock rifles
and pistols (XVI-XVIII), IV —percussion muskets and revolvers (XIX c. | half), V- rifle
with needle (XIX cent., Il ,half). Classification of the weapon fund was made where
several groups were distinguished according to the origin: Georgian, Circassian,
Daghestanian, Russian, Turkish, European and American. Chronological frame of
weapons covers XVI-XIX centuries. Weapon of each group in its turn was divided into
types. Thus, for example from the Georgian weapons we identified and characterized the

guns —“gvelistucha”, “Mustafa”, “erejib”, “khirimi”, “machakhela” et al.



Special attention was paid to the contribution of the King Erekle the Il to a matter
of development of art of making Georgian weapons. The weapon making craft of the
regions of Georgia where the firearms were manufactured is described as thoroughly as
possible..

Memorial guns kept at the weapon fund were studied. Attribution of firearms,
study of identification marks and deciphering/interpretation of the existing inscriptions
enables us to identify and examine some dozen samples of unknown till now samples. At
the same time, the studies carried out on the basis of historical sources enabled us to
associate some weapons with definite historical facts of Georgia.

Conclusion offers the main results of the implemented research.
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