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mamuka wurwumia 

 
cxenis abjari Sua saukuneebis saqarTveloSi 

 
brZolis velze cxens yovelTvis didi mniSvneloba eniWeboda. 

mxedris sicocxle cxenze iyo damokidebuli, amitomac mis dacvas ad-

ridanve did yuradRebas aqcevdnen.1 

adamianis mier cxovelisaTvis Seqmnili pirveli abjari gvxvdeba 

Zv.w. 2600-2500 wlebis SuamdinareTSi, qalaq urSi, sadac sabrZolo 

oTxTvalas gamwev kanjrebze samkerde abjari SeiniSneba.2 sakuTriv 

cxenis abjars sami aTas welze meti istoria aqvs.3 igi SuamdinareTSi 

iSva, sadac Zv.w. II aTaswleulidan cxens qsoviliT an tyaviT faravd-

nen.4 sabrZolo cxenis abjari warmoiSva sabrZolo etlebis gamwevi 

cxenebis dacviTi safarvelisagan.5 TiTqmis yvela nawili, romlisganac 

mogvianebiT Sedgeboda cxenis abjari, ukve hqondaT sabrZolo etlebis 

cxenebs. 

gamwevi cxenis samkerde abjari mosarTavisagan ganviTarda da 

Tavdapirvelad rbili masalis (qsovilis an tyavis) iyo, magram Zv.w. II 

aTaswleulis Sua xanebSi igi ukve liTonis firfitebiT gaaZlieres. 

                                                            
1 miuxedavad imisa, rom cxens SeuZlia medgrad gadaitanos mZime  Wrilo-
ba, brZolis Semdeg is mainc qmeduunaro iqneba. 
2 Dirk H. Breiding. Horse Armor in Europe. in Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History. New York. 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 2000. http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/hors/hd_hors.htm  
(March 2010). 
3 Dirk H. Breiding. Horse Armor in Medieval and Renaissance Europe. An Overview. in The 
Armored Horse in Europe, 1480-1620. New York. 2005, gv. 8. teqnologiuri Tvalsaz-
risiT, adamianisa da pirutyvis abjars Soris sxvaoba ar aris, raRa Tqma 
unda, formisa da dizainis gamoklebiT. G. N. Pant. Horse and Elephant Armour. 
Delhi. 1997. gv. 13. 
4 В. П. Никоноров. Развитие конского защитного снаряжения античной эпохи. Краткие 
сообщения Института археологии. вып. 184. 1985, gv. 34. 
5 Dirk H. Breiding. Horse Armor in Medieval and Renaissance Europe. gv. 8. 
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Zv.w. IX saukuneSi asureTsa da urartuSi ukve gvxvdeba mTliani brin-

jaos samkerde. Zv.w. VI-V saukuneebSi centraluri aziidan gavrcelda 

qerclovani da lamelaruli samkerdeebi.6 

sabrZolo etlis cxenis gverdis abjaric warmodgeba qsovilis-

gan, romelsac Zv.w. XV saukunidan liTonis firfitebiT aZliereben. 

elinistur periodSi cxenis abjris samkerde da gverdis nawilebi er-

Tiandeba liTonis abjris safarvelSi, romelic cxenis mkerds da 

sxeuls icavda.7 

cxenis Tavis damcavi saSualebebi ufro gvian warmoiSva. saSub-

le ar gvxvdeba Zv.w. II aTaswleulSi. Zv.w. IX saukuneSi asureTSi 

vrceldeba cxenis Tavze damagrebuli firfitebi, romelTac, dekora-

tiulis garda, dacviTi funqciebic hqonda. maTgan warmoiSva klasiku-

ri eqvskuTxovani viwro saSuble, rogoricaa kviprosze napovni Zv.w. 

VIII-VII saukuneebiT daTariRebuli brinjaos viwro saSubleebi.8 

mZime kavaleria Seqmnes asurelebma, romlebmac mZimed SeWurvili 

mebrZoli cxenze aamxedres.9 amis mowmobas Zv.w. XII-IX saukuneebSi 

asurnasirfal II-is (Zv.w. 883-859) da tiglaTfileser III-is (Zv.w. 

745-727) droindel gamosaxulebebze vpoulobT. sinaxeribis (Zv.w. 705-

681) dros cxenosnis SeiaraReba ufro mravalferovani xdeba. am peri-

odis cxenebi samkerduliT da rbili safarveliT arian aRWurvilni.10 

Zv.w. IX saukunidan moyolebuli, cxenis abjari, maT Soris pir-

veli saSubleebi, vrceldeba dasavleT da centralur aziaSi. xvaraz-

melebi iyvnen pirvelni, romelTac Zv.w. VI saukuneSi liTonis abjriT 

srulad SeWurvili (mxedaric da cxenic) kavaleria hyavdaT.11 

Semdgom saukuneebSi cxenis abjari gvxvdeba aRmosavleTis yvela 

                                                            
6 А. К. Нефёдкин. Защитное вооружение колесничных коней на Ближнем Востоке в ахеме-
нидский и эллинистический периоды. Античный мир: проблемы истории и культуры. под 
ред. И. Я. Фроянова. СПб. 1998, gv. 252-3. 
7 А. К. Нефёдкин. Защитное вооружение колесничных коней на Ближнем Востоке, gv. 
253-255. 
8 А. К. Нефёдкин. Защитное вооружение колесничных коней на Ближнем Востоке, gv. 
251-252. 
9 John W. Eadie. The Development of Roman Mailed Cavalry. The Journal of Roman Studies. 57 
1967. gv. 161. 
10 В. П. Никоноров. Развитие конского защитного снаряжения,  gv. 31. 
11 John W. Eadie. The Development of Roman Mailed Cavalry, gv. 162; Dirk H. Breiding. Horse 
Armor in Medieval and Renaissance Europe, gv.  8. 
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didi imperiis armiebSi. abjriT dafaruli mxedroba hyavT aqemenidebsa 

da selevkidebs, gansakuTrebiT intensiurad iyeneben maT parTiasa da 

sasanur iranSi, romelTa wabaZviT SejavSnuli kavaleria viTardeba 

romsa da bizantiaSi. 

saqarTveloSi cxenis abjris kvleva bevr siZneles awydeba. upir-

velesad, unda aRiniSnos arqeologiuri nimuSebis da, saerTod, mate-

rialuri mxaris ararseboba.12 saqmes isic arTulebs, rom cxenis abj-

ris arc erTi srulfasovani gamosaxuleba ar mogvepoveba.13 

sayuradReboa, rom praqtikulad igive situaciaa bizantiaSic: 

                                                            
12 erTaderTi gamonaklisi ukve dakarguli e.w. berlinuri egzemplari 
SeiZleba yofiliyo. iv. javaxiSvilis mowmobiT, saqarTvelodan gatanili 
cxenis abjari meore msoflio omamde berlinSi inaxeboda: „samwuxarod, 
arc saqarTvelos muzeumis koleqciebSi da arc sxvagan sadme saqarTve-
loSi amJamad raindisa da cxenis mTliani imdroindeli javSani da Tori 
ukve aRar moipoveba. mxolod berlinis coighauzSi (iaraRis muzeumSi) na-
xavs adamiani saqarTvelodan (xevsureTidan) XIX s-Si gatanils, manikenze 
Camocmuls XIII s. raindisa da cxenis ors mTlians saucxoo anakrebs~. iv. 
javaxiSvili. SoTa rusTavelisa da misi epoqis gamofena. gaz.: `komunisti~. 
1937, №55; citirebulia k. ColoyaSvilis mixedviT: kote ColoyaSvili. qar-
Tuli saWurveli: jaWvi. `saxelmwifo muzeumis moambe~. t. XIX-B. 1956, gv.  
281. 
13 SesaZloa, saqarTveloSi napovni SejavSnuli cxenis pirveli gamosaxu-
leba Zv.w. V-IV saukuneebs miekuTvnebodes. didi albaTobiT SegviZlia 
vTqvaT, rom axalgoris ganZis samkaulze, romelic cxenis formis sasa-
feTqle sakids warmoadgens, SejavSnuli cxeni unda iyos gamosaxuli 
(sur. 1). axalgoris ganZSi aRmoCenili cxenis aRkazmuloba, raxtis Sesam-
kobi oqrosa da vercxlis sxvadasxvanairi firfitebi, lagmebi, TavisTavad 
metyvelebs dawinaurebul sacxenosno saqmeze. axalgoris cxeni mTliana-
daa dafaruli ornamentiT, romelic, albaT, abjars gamosaxavs. i. smirno-
vi, romelsac ekuTvnis erTaderTi gamokvleva axalgoris ganZis Sesaxeb, 
fiqrobs, rom cxenis sxeulze datanili zolebi da sxva morTuloba cxe-
nis safars (попона) gadmogvcems. Я. И. Смирнов, Ахалгорийский клад. Тиф. 1934, 
gv. 27. es safari ki realobaSi cxenis abjars warmoadgens, romelic qsovi-
lis (tyavis) an liTonis iqneboda. gasaTvaliswinebelia, rom axalgoris 
cxenis figura realisturadaa Sesrulebuli da SeZlebisdagvarad asaxavs 
sinamdviles. magaliTisaTvis, jer kidev i. smirnovma SeamCnia, rom sam-
kaulze gamosaxuli lagami, boloebgafarToebuli saybeurebiT da sami pa-
tara rgoliT, zustad imeorebs amave ganZSi napovn brinjaos lagams. Я. И. 
Смирнов. Ахалгорийский клад, gv. 27, 53-55. aseve realisturadaa Sesrulebuli 
e. w. saqoCre, romelic cxens Tavze adgas da milis forma aqvs. aseTi sa-
qoCre, milis, adamianis Tu sxva formis figuriT, mravladaa napovni ar-
qeologTa mier. ostaturadaa gakeTebuli abjris qobac, romelic arabu-
nebrivad brtyelia cxenis muclisaTvis da abjris qveda kides unda gad-
mogvcemdes. ase rom, Cemi azriT, axalgoris cxeni SegviZlia Tamamad gan-
vixiloT, rogorc SejavSnuli cxenis magaliTi. 
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adreul epoqaSi SejavSnuli cxenis arc erTi bizantiuri gamosaxule-

ba ar moiZieba.14 ufro gvian ki mxolod erTi (!) aseTi miniatura me-

guleba.15 Tumca, amis gamo aravin uaryofs bizantiaSi cxenis abjris 

arsebobas, radganac arsebobs utyuari werilobiTi cnobebi. es movle-

na SesaZloa aixsnas marTlmadideblur xelovnebaSi damkvidrebuli, 

yvelasaTvis saerTo xatweris tradiciiT, romelsac Tavisi kanonika 

hqonda da romelSic Tavidanve ar asaxula SejavSnuli cxeni.16 p. 

grotovski, romelsac ekuTvnis uaxlesi da yvelaze safuZvliani ga-

mokvleva wmindanTa SeiaraRebis Taobaze, ikvlevs cxenis abjris prob-

lemas da adgens, Tu ratom ver aisaxa is bizantiur ikonografiaSi, 

ris mizezadac asaxelebs ikonografiuli tradiciis arqonas, kata-

fraqtarTa mcire ricxvs da wminda meomrebsa da katafraqtarTa for-

maciebs Soris kavSiris ararsebobas. rac mTavaria, avtori sruliad 

marTebulad askvnis, rom ikonografiuli tradicionalizmi uSvebda 

axali motivebis danergvas, mxolod kompoziciis farglebSi da ar 

angrevda mTlian struqturas iseTi elementis SemotaniT, rogoric 

cxenis abjaria.17 cxadia, rom igive problemebi idgeboda qarTveli 

xatmweris winaSec. 

eWvi SeiZleba imanac dabados, rom saqarTveloSi ar gamouyvaniaT 

sagangebod didi zomis cxenis jiSebi, rogorc es gvian Sua saukune-

ebis evropaSi moxda rainduli kavaleriisaTvis. Tumca imis warmodge-

                                                            
14 David Nicolle. Romano-Byzantine Armies 4th-9th Centuries. Oxford. 1992, gv. 40. aseTive 
viTarebaa X-XII saukuneebSic. 
15 Ian Heath. Byzantine Armies 1118-1461 AD. Oxford. 1995, gv. 18. SejavSnuli cxenis 
es gamosaxuleba veneciaSi dacul XIV saukunis meore naxevris berZnul 
„aleqsandrianSi~ moipoveba. sainteresoa, rom am trapizonuli manuskrip-
tis miniaturebi Sesrulebulia sami mxatvris mier, romlebsac qarTvele-
bad miiCneven. Maria G. Parani. Reconstructing the Reality of Images: Byzantine Material 
Culture and Religious Iconography (11th - 15th  Centuries). Brill. 2003, gv. 22, 186; Yannis D. 
Nakas. 14th-Century Galleys in the Black Sea: Ships in the Romance of Alexander the Great. The 
International Journal of Nautical Archaeology. 37.1. 2008, gv.  77-8. 
16 cnobilia, rom samxedro aRWurvilobis gadmocemisas bizantiuri xe-
lovneba sakmaod konservatiulia. A Companion to Medieval Arms and Armour. ed. by 
D. Nicolle. Woodbridge. 2002, gv. 63; Maria G. Parani. Reconstructing the Reality of Images, gv. 
155. marTalia, ikonografiuli tradicionalizmi uSvebda Secvlili rea-
lobis kvaldakval axali motivebis danergvas, magram kompoziciis farg-
lebSi. Piotr L. Grotowski. Arms and Armour of the Warrior Saints: Tradition and Innovation in 
Byzantine Iconography (843-1261). Leiden. 2010, gv. 395. 
17 Piotr L. Grotowski. Arms and Armour of the Warrior Saints, gv. 395-397. 
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nac arasworia, rom Sua saukuneebis evropaSi cxeni didi simaRlis 

(mindaoSi Tvrameti xelis dadeba)18 monstri iyo, romelsac gzad yve-

lafris gadaTelva SeeZlo. imdroindeli sabrZolo cxenis simaRle 

daaxloebiT TxuTmeti xelis dadeba iyo.19 

isic unda iTqvas, rom SeWurvili mxedrisa da abjris satareb-

lad sulac ar aris saWiro gansakuTrebiT didi zomis cxenebi.20 ste-

pebis kavaleria saukuneebis ganmavlobaSi patara zomis cxens an su-

lac did ponis iyenebda. SejavSnuli cxenisaTvis mTavar problemas 

ara abjris wona, aramed gadaxurebis saSiSroeba warmoadgenda.21 amas-

Tan, qarTuli feodaluri sazogadoebis is elita, romelic Tavs jav-

Sniani cxenis yolis uflebas aZlevda, SedarebiT didi zomis cxeneb-

sac iyoliebda, rogorc es dadasturebulia wyaroebSi.22 

ar aris gamoricxuli, rom am problemebis erTianobam mkvlevari 

SecdomaSi Seiyvanos. sakmarisia iTqvas, rom saqarTveloSi cxenis abj-

ris arsebobaSi eWvi Seitana qarTuli samxedro saqmis mkvlevarma s. 

                                                            
18 anu 180 sm simaRlis; erTi „xeli~ daaxloebiT 10 sm, ufro zustad ki 4 
duimia. 
19 ix. m. benetis da m. litaueris Sromebi: Matthew Bennett. The Medieval Warhorse 
Reconsidered. in Medieval Knighthood V: Papers from the Sixth Strawberry Hill Conference. 
1994. ed. by S. Church and R. Harvey. Woodbridge, 1995, gv. 19-40; Mary Aiken Littauer. How 
Great was the “Great Horse”? A Reassessment of the Evidence. in Selected Writings on Chariots 
and Other Early Vehicles, Riding and Harness. Brill, 2002, gv. 452-459. inglisSi Catare-
buli arqeologiuri gaTxrebic mowmobs, rom Sua saukuneebis cxeni iSvia-
Tad Tu aRwevda 16 xelis simaRles, ZiriTadad ki is 12.5-15 xelis dadeba 
iyo. zomebi miRebulia cxenis ConCxis, lagamisa da nalebis gazomvis Sede-
gad. John Clark. The Medieval Horse and its Equipment. c.1150-c.1450. Woodbridge. 2004, gv. 
22-32. 
20 Tanamedrove hipologebis monacemebiT, cxenisaTvis normaluri datvirT-
va misi wonis 1/3-s Seadgens. А. К. Нефёдкин. Под Знаменем Дракона: Военное Дело 
Сарматов во II в. до н. э. - V в. н. э. СПб. 2004, gv. 147. 
21 David Nicolle. Medieval Warfare Source Book: Warfare In Western Christendom. London. 
1999, gv. 41. gadaxureba swrafad Rlis cxens da ukidures SemTxvevaSi, kun-
Tebis srul damblasac iwvevs. Philip Sidnell. Warhorse: Cavalry in Ancient Warfare. 
London, 2006, gv. 147. 
22 magaliTisaTvis, imereTis mefis Zmas, mamukas, hyavda `cxeni zerdagi di-
di, Zlieri da ficxeli, romelsa ver udgmida kueTebasa missa megrelTa 
lafSa“. vaxuSti batoniSvili. aRwera samefosa saqarTvelosa. qarTlis 
cxovreba. teqsti dadgenili yvela ZiriTadi xelnaweris mixedviT simon 
yauxCiSvilis mier. t. IV. Tb. 1973, gv. 830. SoTa rusTavelic agviwers didi 
zomis cxenebs: „aTasi cxeni taiWi, sididiT msgavsi qedisa“. SoTa rusTave-
li. vefxistyaosani. teqsti gamosacemad moamzada „vefxistyaosnis“ akade-
miuri teqstis damdgenma komisiam. Tb. 2009, str. 1560. 
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margiSvilma. Tavdapirvelad is werda: `rac Seexeba cxenebs, rogorc 

Cans, maT dasacavad liTonis javSani ar gamoiyeneboda, xolo xelmwi-

fis karis garigebaSi dasaxelebuli `sacxene javSani~ (manjuvebi abre-

Sumisa, cxenis yelsabami moWedili, kanjris kudi) ufro akazmulobis 

gasalamazebeli detalebi iyo, vidre damcavi elementebi~.23 iqve is ki-

dev erTxel imeorebs: `rac Seexeba cxenis damcav saWurvels, is, ro-

gorc Cans, ar gamoiyeneboda da amitom arc gamosaxulebebSi xvdebo-

da~.24 miuxedavad amisa, Semdgom, wyaroebis analizis safuZvelze, igi 

mainc mivida im daskvnamde, rom cxenis abjari saqarTveloSic arsebob-

da: `cxenis SejavSnis tradicia gaCnda aRmosavlur armiebSi da aqedan 

gavrcelda danarCen samyaroSi, igi cnobili iyo saqarTveloSic, maga-

liTad, mixeil ataliates mixedviT abazgebi cxenebs javSniT faravd-

nen, rac am droisaTvis saqarTvelos samxedro organizaciaSi mZime 

cxenosnebis arsebobas miuTiTebs, SejavSnuli (Torosani) cxeni sak-

maod xSirad ixsenieba qarTul werilobiT wyaroebSic~.25 

rogorc qvemoT davrwmundebiT, cxenis abjari namdvilad iyo 

gavrcelebuli saqarTveloSi da mas didi xnis istoria aqvs. SejavS-

nul cxenze brZolis tradicia qarTvelebs, sul cota, vaxtang gor-

gaslis xanidan aqvT dadasturebuli. juanSeri ase aRwers vaxtang 

gorgaslis mxedrobas: `xolo spani igi waremarTnes ganmzadebulni, 

cxen-Tornosanni da jaWu-Cabalaxosanni~.26 juanSeris mixedviT, mxeda-

ri jaWviT da CabalaxiT aris aRWurvili, cxeni ki – TorniT.  

termin Torns xangrZlivi istoria aqvs da igi jer kidev Zveli 

aRTqmis wignebis pirvel qarTul TargmanebSia dadasturebuli.27 mas 

aqvs ornairi mniSvneloba: Torn-i abjaria da amave dros, Torn-e pu-
                                                            
23 s. margiSvili. miTebi da realoba daviT aRmaSeneblis mefobis Sesaxeb: 
omi seljukTa samyaros winaaRmdeg. Tb. 2006, gv. 187. 
24 s. margiSvili. miTebi da realoba daviT aRmaSeneblis mefobis Sesaxeb, 
gv. 188. 
25 s. margiSvili. Sua saukuneebis samxedro xelovneba da saqarTvelos sam-
xedro-politikuri istoria IX-XV saukuneebSi. naw. I. Tb. 2008, gv. 97. avtori 
Secdomas uSvebs cxenis abjris warmoSoba-gavrcelebis lokalizaciaSi. 
26 juanSeri. cxovreba vaxtang gorgaslisa. qarTlis cxovreba. teqsti dad-
genili yvela ZiriTadi xelnaweris mixedviT simon yauxCiSvilis mier. t. I. 
Tb. 1955, gv. 155. 
27 m. wurwumia. firfitovani abjris evolucia saqarTvelosa da bizantia-
Si: lamelaruli da qerclovani abjari X-XII saukuneebSi. qarTvelolo-
gia. 1. 2010, gv. 6-7. Sen. 26. 
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ris sacxobia.28 sainteresoa, rom aseTive ormagi – abjris da Rume-
lis – mniSvnelobiT gvxvdeba SejavSnul cxenze amxedrebuli mebrZo-
lis aRmniSvneli sityva romisa da sparseTis armiebSi. mZimed SeWur-
vil cxenosans, romelic SejavSnul cxenze ijda, romaelebi klibana-
riebs uwodebdnen. sityva clibanarii warmodgeba savele Rumelidan,29 

romelsac romaul armiaSi iyenebdnen da mianiSnebs im mdgomareobaze, 

rasac mZimed SeWurvili cxenosani sicxeSi ganicdida.30 rkinaSi Camj-
dari mxedaric da cxenic Takara mzis qveS TiTqosda `cocxlad ixar-
Seboda~. zustad imave Sinaarsis termins iyenebdnen sparseTSi cxenos-
nis mZime SeWurvilobis aRsaniSnavad. laTinuri klibanariis sinonimi 

iyo sparsuli sityva tanurig, rac `Rumels~ niSnavda da aqac, gad-
mogvcemda mZimed SeWurvili mebrZolis mdgomareobas sicxeSi.31 tanu-
rig, iseve rogorc klibanari, sityvasityviT `Rumelis kacs~ niSnav-
da.32 cxadia, rom Torni Sinaarsobrivad igive konstruqciaa, rac kli-
banari da tanurigi. romaelTa da sparselTa wabaZviT, igi mxedris 

mZime aRWurvilobis aRsaniSnavad mkvidrdeba qarTul enaSi. amave dros 

terminis siZvele miuTiTebs saqarTveloSi cxenis SejavSnis xangrZliv 

tradiciaze, romelic saTaves  iberiis samefoSi iRebs. 

kidev ufro mravalricxovani cnobebi gvaqvs cxenis abjris Sesa-

xeb Sua saukuneebSi. XI saukunis dasawyisSi, rodesac yalibdeba erTia-

ni qarTuli monarqia da qarTuli feodaluri klasi aRmavlobas ganic-

dis, aSkarad Cans qarTvelTa mZime SeiaraReba da SejavSnuli cxenebi. 

XI saukunis bizantieli avtori mixeil ataliate mogviTxrobs, 

                                                            
28 sulxan-saba orbeliani. leqsikoni qarTuli. avtografuli nusxebis mi-
xedviT moamzada, gamokvleva da ganmartebaTa leqsikis saZiebeli daurTo 
ilia abulaZem. t. I. Tb. 1991, gv. 310. 
29 berZnuli sityva κλίβανος niSnavs Rumelis msgavs daxurul qoTans, ro-
melSic puri cxveboda. John W. Eadie. The Development of Roman Mailed Cavalry. gv. 
169. 
30 Peter Connolly. Greece and Rome at War. London. 1981, gv. 257. 
31 Manouchehr Moshtagh Khorasani. Arms and Armor from Iran: The Bronze Age to the End of 
the Qajar Period. Tubingen. 2006, gv. 277. 
32 David Nicolle. Jawshan. Cuirie and Coats-of-Plates: An Alternative Line of Development for 
Hardened Leather Armour. in A Companion to Medieval Arms and Armour. ed. by D. Nicolle. 
Woodbridge. 2002, gv. 182-183. sainteresoa, rom sparsuli terminis javSnis 
fuZe, mkerdis garda, sicxesac niSnavda. David Nicolle. Jawshan. Cuirie and Coats-
of-Plates. gv. 183, Sen. 24. 
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rom bizantielebTan 1021-1122 wlebis omSi qarTvelTa „simamaces ara 

mxolod simravle ganapirobebda, aramed isic rom umZlavresi abjriT 

iyvnen daculi da ara mxolod sakuTar Tavs, aramed SejavSnul da 

mouwyvlad cxenebsac yoveli mxridan [abjriT] faravdnen~.33 

bizantielebTan imave omis aRwerisas somexi istorikosi arista-

kes lastiverteci qarTvelTa mZime SeiaraRebas maTi marcxis mizeza-

dac ki asaxelebs: „[qarTvelebi] gabedulad miewivnen [mowinaaRmdeges] 

cxenebiT, romlebic Zalagamoclilni iyvnen tvirTis, rkinis iaraRis 

[tarebisa] da swrafi da xangrZlivi svlis gamo~.34 unda vifiqroT, 

rom rkinis iaraRSi, romelmac daRala cxenebi, somexi avtori swored 

cxenis abjars gulisxmobs,35 miTumetes, rom imave mxedrobas aRwers, 

romelsac bizantieli ataliate. 

`xelmwifis karis garigebaSi~, romelic XIV saukunis pirveli 

naxevris Zeglia da detaluri cnobebis iSviaTi siuxviT gamoirCeva, 

CamoTvlilia saxelmwifo arsenalSi (zaradxanaSi) daculi saWurveli, 

saidanac naTelia, rom cxenis abjari qarTveli raindis aRWurvilobis 

Semadgeneli nawilia: „sruliad yovelive unagiri moWedili da xami, 

akazmuloba, rac zed abia, da rac sacxene javSani, manjuvebi abreSumi-

sa, cxenis yels-sabami moWedili, kanjris kudi da amisTana yvela~.36 

cxenis abjari dadasturebulia XV saukunis dasawyisis kidev 

erT naratiul wyaroSi. `Zegli erisTavTas~ mixedviT, cxrazmisxevis 

erisTavs uboZes „saWurveli da cxeni Tornosani, droSai da Subi~.37 

monacemebiT mdidaria qarTuli literaturuli wyaroebic, rom-

lebic gvawvdian mravalferovan masalas cxenis abjris Sesaxeb. 

                                                            
33 mixeil ataliate. istoria. georgika. bizantieli mwerlebis cnobebi sa-
qarTvelos Sesaxeb. t. VI. teqstebi qarTuli TargmaniTurT gamosca da 
ganmartebebi daurTo simon yauxCiSvilma. Tb. 1966, gv. 27. madlobas movax-
seneb q. niJaraZes am monakveTis xelaxali, zusti TargmanisaTvis. 
34 aristakes lastiverteci. istoria. qarTuli Targmani gamokvleviT, ko-
mentarebiT da saZieblebiT gamosca e. cagareiSvilma. Tb. 1974, gv. 51. 
35 es dakvirveba pavle Tofurias ekuTvnis (ix.: p. Tofuria. amierkavkasiis 
qalaqebi: X-XIII s. pirveli meoTxedi (garegani saxe, xelosnuri warmoeba). 
Tb. 1985, gv. 114). 
36 `garigeba xelmwifis karisa~. qarTuli samarTlis Zeglebi. teqstebi ga-
mosca, SeniSvnebi da saZieblebi daurTo prof. i. doliZem. t. II. Tb. 1965, 
gv. 87. 
37 `Zegli erisTavTa~. qarTuli samarTlis Zeglebi. teqstebi gamosca, Se-
niSvnebi da saZieblebi daurTo prof. i. doliZem. t. II. Tb. 1965, gv. 104. 
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`vefxistyaosanSi~ vxvdebiT cnobas cxenis xvarazmuli abjris 

Sesaxeb, romelic, rogorc Cans, sakmaod fasobda XII saukunis saqar-

TveloSi: „kacsa da cxensa emosa abjari xvarazmulia~.38 

XII saukunis saraindo romanSi, mose xonelis `amirandarejanian-

Si~, SejavSnuli cxeni gmirTa Cveuli Tanamgzavria: „SeWurvili iyo 

yovlisa saWurveliTa da SeWurvilsa cxensa zedan ijda~;39 „igi bum-

berazi erTsaxe Semosiliyo – cxeni da kaci rkiniTa~.40 

es tradicia XVII saukuneSic ki grZeldeba, rac SeiZleba imis 

maniSnebeli iyos, rom saqarTveloSi cxenis abjari xangrZlivad, al-

baT, cecxlsasroli iaraRis masobriv gavrcelebamde gamoiyeneboda. 

XVII saukunis dasawyisSi kaxeTis mouravis, sardal qaixosro 

ColoyaSvilis mier dawerili `omainianSi~ vkiTxulobT: „kaci da cxe-

ni Savi rkiniTa ese SeWedili iyvnes, rom bewvi kacs ar uCnda~.41 

`rusudanianSi~, XVI-XVII saukuneebis anonimur TxzulebaSic, 

xSirad gvxvdeba SejavSnuli cxenis aRwera: „cxen-kacianad rkiniT Se-

Wurvili iyo~.42  qarTul werilobiT wyaroebSi daculi monaceme-

bi saSualebas gvaZlevs vimsjeloT cxenis abjris tipebze da mis Se-

madgenel nawilebze, rogoricaa saSuble, kisrisa da tanis abjari.  

cxenis sxeulis abjari. qarTuli wyaroebi ar gamoyofen cxenis 

sxeulis abjris calkeul detalebs. saqarTveloSi ar SeiniSneba cal-

ke samkerde abjaric, sxva (gverdebis da gavis) nawilebTan erTad is 

integrirebuli iyo cxenis erTian abjarSi. 

qarTul enaSi cxenis abjris saxelwodeba bargistani sparsuli-

danaa Semosuli. sabas ganmartebiT, bargistani cxenis javSania.43 igi 

                                                            
38 SoTa rusTaveli. vefxistyaosani. str. 1569. xvarazmuli iaraRis maRal 
xarisxsa da mis farTod gavrcelebas mowmobs X-XIII saukuneebis arabuli 
da sparsuli wyaroebi, romelTa mixedviT xvarazmidan mravlad gahqondaT 
xmali, mSvild-isari, fari, muzaradi, javSani da sxv. g. beraZe. masalebi 
XII saukunis saqarTvelos istoriisaTvis ibn isfandiaris TxzulebaSi. sa-
qarTvelos istoriis aRmosavluri masalebi. w. 1. Tb. 1976, gv. 88. 
39 mose xoneli. amirandarejaniani. gamosacemad moamzada, gamokvleva da 
leqsikoni daurTo lili aTaneliSvilma. Tb. 1967, gv. 702. 
40 mose xoneli. amirandarejaniani, gv. 233. 
41 q. ColoyaSvili. omainiani. gamosacemad moamzada liana kekeliZem. Tb. 
1979, gv. 166-7. 
42 rusudaniani. ilia abulaZisa da ivane gigineiSvilis. Tb. 1957, gv. 284. 
43 sulxan-saba orbeliani. leqsikoni qarTuli. t. I, gv. 95. 
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warmodgeba sparsuli sityvidan bargustuwan.44 

monRolTa iranSi gabatonebis Semdeg cxenis abjris aRmniSvneli 

terminologiac icvleba: Zveli bargistani (bargustuwan) adgils uT-

mobs qejims (kajim).45 es termini saqarTveloSic Semovida, Tumca bar-

gistani XVII saukuneSic SenarCunebulia.46 

qarTul wyaroebSi moixsenieba lamelaruli, jaWvis, jaWv-firfi-

tovani da rbili organuli masalis (tyavi, qsovili) cxenis abjrebi. 

lamelaruli tipis cxenis abjari gvxvdeba juanSerTan, `Zegli 

erisTavTa~ da `xelmwifis karis garigebaSi~. 

terminologiurad, saqarTveloSi lamelars javSani Seesatyvise-

boda. termini javSani sparsuli warmoSobisaa da sxeulis, mkerdis ab-

jars niSnavs. javSani, Cveulebriv, lamelaruli konstruqciis kirasas 

aRniSnavda. misi erT-erTi uadresi xseneba gvxvdeba mecxre saukunis 

arabi istorikosis al-balazuris naSromSi, romelic arab-sasanelTa 

brZolebs aRwers.47 udavoa, rom qarTuli „javSanic~ swored sparsu-

lidan momdinareobs.48 qarTul wyaroebSi javSani pirvelad juanSeris 

merve saukunis TxzulebaSi „cxovreba vaxtang gorgaslisa~ gvxvdeba: 

`[vaxtangi] aRjda taiWsa SeWurvilsa javSniTa~.49 qarTulSi, lame-

lars kidev erTi sityva aRniSnavda – Torni (Torne). juanSeris 

TxzulebaSi Tornic dasturdeba. aq javSniT SeWurvili cxeni moixse-

nieba, rogorc „cxen-Tornosani~,50 rac imas niSnavs, rom Tornosani 

cxeni lamelaruli tipis javSans atarebda. `cxeni Tornosani~ gvxvde-

ba XV saukunis dasawyisis wyaroSic – `Zegli erisTavTa~.  

ase rom, `xelmwifis karis garigebaSi~ moxseniebuli `sacxene 

javSani~ mianiSnebs mis tipzec, – lamelarul javSanze. mosazrebas, 

                                                            
44 David Nicolle. Arms and Armour of the Crusading Era. 1050-1350: Islam, Eastern Europe and 
Asia. London. 1999, gv. 507. 
45 David Nicolle. Crusader Warfare: Muslims, Mongols and the Struggle against the Crusades 
1050-1300 AD, vol. 2. London. 2007, gv. 287. 
46 ix. q. ColoyaSvili. omainiani, gv. 53, 105. 
47 David Nicolle. Jawshan. Cuirie and Coats-of-Plates: An Alternative Line of Development for 
Hardened Leather Armour,” in A Companion to Medieval Arms and Armour, ed. by D. Nicolle. 
Woodbridge. 2002, gv. 191. 
48 David Nicolle. Saladin and the Saracens. Oxford. 1986, gv. 23; Medieval Warfare Source 
Book: Christian Europe and Its Neighbours. London. 1998, gv. 166. 
49 juanSeri. cxovreba vaxtang gorgaslisa, gv. 154. 
50 juanSeri. cxovreba vaxtang gorgaslisa, gv. 155. 
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rom aq konkretul abjris tipTan gvaqvs saqme, isic ganamtkicebs, rom 

amave dokumentSi dacviTi aRWurvilobis saerTo CamonaTvali „abjri-

Taa~ aRniSnuli.51 

lamelarulis garda, saqarTveloSi jaWvisagan moqsovili cxenis 

abjaric gamoiyeneboda. amis magaliTebi gvxvdeba `amirandarejaniansa~ 

da `rusudanianSi~: „cxensa da kacsa – yvelasa jaWvebi emosaT~;52 

„isari ukra [cxenis] ferdsa, jaWvi gautexa da Sigan gaavlo~;53 „missa 

cxensa rvalis jaWvi ecva, rom ara iaraRi ar moekideboda~;54 „gamoi-

tanes egeTive jaWvi cxenisa da Caacves~.55 

amas garda, `amirandarejanianSi~ vxvdebiT cxenis iseT abjars, ro-

desac jaWvi kombinirebuli iyo polotikebTan anu rkinis firfiteb-

Tan, romlebic mas damatebiT simtkices matebda: „ekidnes rkinani sat-

kivarTa adgilTa Tavisasa da cxenisadaca~;56 „gamovida mesameca bumbe-

razi, daekidnes rkinani cxenisad satkivarTa adgilTa~;57  „polotikni 

rkinani daekidnes satkivarTa adgilTa cxenisadca da TuiTca; Cabalaxi 

gardaekidnes egreve cxenisa mkerdsa, Tavsa da ferdsa~.58 bolo mow-

moba gansakuTrebiT sainteresoa. aq aRwerilia abjriT mTlianad Semo-

sili cxeni, romlis Tavic, mkerdic da ferdebic jaWviTaa dafaruli; 

damatebiT jaWvis abjari (Cabalaxi)59 gaZlierebulia rkinis firfite-

biT (polotiki). aseTi tipis abjari namdvili jaWv-firfitovani abj-

ris winamorbedia.60 

                                                            
51 `erTis tansacmelis abjris meti, sxvai yvela abjari, razomica Tana 
aqvs~. `garigeba xelmwifis karisa~, gv. 87. 
52 mose xoneli. amirandarejaniani, gv. 762. 
53 mose xoneli. amirandarejaniani, gv. 788. 
54 rusudaniani, gv. 176. 
55 rusudaniani, gv. 427. 
56 mose xoneli. amirandarejaniani, gv. 68-9. 
57 mose xoneli. amirandarejaniani, gv. 149. 
58 mose xoneli. amirandarejaniani, gv. 475. 
59 sabas mixedviT, Cabalaxi jaWvis qudia (ix.: sulxan-saba orbeliani. leq-
sikoni qarTuli. avtografuli nusxebis mixedviT moamzada, gamokvleva da 
ganmartebaTa leqsikis saZiebeli daurTo ilia abulaZem. t. II. Tb. 1993, gv. 
313). Cven SemTxvevaSi mose xonels Cabalaxi jaWvis mniSvnelobiT aqvs ga-
moyenebuli. 
60 cxenis jaWv-firfitovani abjari gviandelia. igi XV s-Si Cndeba wina 
aziaSi, XVI s-Si ki abjris gabatonebul formad iqceva. Л. А. Бобров, Ю. С. 
Худяков. Защитное Вооружение Среднеазиатского Воина Эпохи Позднего Средневековья. 
Военное дело номадов Северной и Центральной Азии. Новосибирск. 2002, gv. 136. 
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liTonis bargistani cxenis Zvirad Rirebuli javSani iyo da is 

mxolod didebulebsa da warCinebul molaSqreebs eqnebodaT, ufro gav-

rcelebuli iqneboda tyavisgan an Teqisgan damzadebuli cxenis abjari. 

cxenis aseT abjars farTod iyenebdnen aRmosavleTSi.61 Teqis ab-

jari msubuqi, iafi da efeqturi iyo isris sawinaaRmdegod. misi dasam-

zadebeli masalac advilad moipoveboda.62 TiTqos aseT abjarzea sauba-

ri `omainianSi~, rodesac orjer aRniSnaven, rom isarma bargistani gak-

veTa da ara gatexa an gaglija, rogorc es firfitis an jaWvis SemTx-

vevaSi SeiZleba eTqvaT: „cxens... mkerds isari ukra, bargistani gaukveTa 

da zedan daasva~;63 „cxensa mkerdsa isari hkra, bargistani gaukveTa~.64 

Teqisa da tyavis garda, iyenebdnen rbili qsovilisagan damzade-

bul safarvelsac. sulxan-sabas mixedviT, qejimi „samkaulia, cxenTa 

gverdiTa safari, SeWedili anu oqromkedovani, mosaxdomeladca da om-

Si safarad; qejimi ewodebis mas samkaulTa cxenTasa, romel unagirTa 

damohkideben keTilad SeWedilTa anu sirmiTa nakerTa, raTa gverdni 

daufarens cxenTa omsa Sina. kvalad saSvenebelc ars.65 qejimi qsovi-
lis safaria, romelic morTul-moxatuli iyo da SesaZloa, rig SemT-

xvevebSi heraldikur funqciebsac ki asrulebda. saqarTveloSi cxenis 

safarad metad ZviradRirebul oqromkedis qsovilsac iyenebdnen, rac 

mflobelis maRal socialur mdgomareobas asaxavda. sulxan-sabas am 

cnobas adasturebs `amirandarejanianSi~ aRwerili cxeni, romelic mdid-

ruli, oqromkedis qsovilis qejimiT iyo dafaruli: `cxeni Semoiyuanes, 

skaramangisa flasi zed exura, Tualsa kacisasa egeTi ara unaxavs!~66 

saSuble (Samfroni). cxenis Tavs icavda saSuble – cxenis Sub-

lis javSani, romelsac evropaSi Samfroni ewodeboda. igi SeiZleba 

yofiliyo mTliani – rkinis erTiani firfitisagan an Sedgenili, ram-

denime segmentisagan damzadebuli. Sedgenils SeiZleba damatebiT lo-

                                                            
61 rbili qsovilis abjari, romelic mTlianad faravda cxens, jer kidev 
asureTSi iyo gavrcelebuli Zv.w. VII saukuneSi (ix.: А. К. Нефёдкин. Защитное 
вооружение колесничных коней, gv. 253-254). 
62 David Nicolle. The Armies of Islam 7th-11th Centuries.Oxford. 1982, gv. 12. 
63 q. ColoyaSvili. omainiani, gv. 53. 
64 q. ColoyaSvili. omainiani, gv. 105. 
65 sulxan-saba orbeliani. leqsikoni qarTuli. t. II, gv. 222. 
66 mose xoneli. amirandarejaniani, gv. 66: skaramangi Zvirfasi da oqros Za-
febiT moxatuli qsovilia. sulxan-saba orbeliani. leqsikoni qarTuli. t. 
II, gv. 101. 
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yebis safaric hqonoda.67 saSuble gvxvdeba „amirandarejanianSi~, „oman-

ianSi~, `rusudanianSi~: „gamoiRo isari, ukra cxenisa Sublsa, saSuble 

gaukveTa da kudSi gaavlo~;68 „mefis Svilman spasalaris cxens Subi 

Sesca, saSuble gauxeTqa da cxenis tvinsa daasva~;69 „mouqnia... cxensa, 

Tavsa xmali uca, polotikni gaukveTa da cxensa Tavsa didi Shekve-

Ta~.70 sainteresoa, rom `rusudanianSi~ cxens furclovani rkinisagan 

(polotikisagan)71 SeWedili saSuble ukeTia. 

cxenis kisris abjari (krineti). liTonisagan gakeTebuli cxenis 

kisris abjari feodaluri xanis produqti unda iyos.72 

krineti erTaderTi detalia cxenis abjridan, romlis ramdenime 

gamosaxulebamac dRemde moaRwia.73 cxenis kisris abjari (krineti) ga-

mosaxulia XI saukunis dasawyisis Zeglebze: wm. giorgis da wm. Tev-

dores reliefebze nikorwmindis dasavleTis karis timpanze, nikor-

wmindis aRmosavleTis fasadze gamosaxul wminda meomrebis cxenebze, 

adiSis wm. giorgis eklesiis samxreTisa (wm. giorgi) da CrdiloeTis 

kedelze (wm. Tevdore).74  

                                                            
67 Л. А. Бобров, Ю. С. Худяков. Защитное вооружение среднеазиатского воина, gv. 138-139. 
68 mose xoneli. amirandarejaniani, gv. 788. 
69 q. ColoyaSvili. omainiani, gv. 52. 
70 rusudaniani, gv. 380. 
71 sulxan-sabas mixedviT, polotiki aris sxeulis yvelaze mowyvladi ad-
gilebis dasafari liTonis firfita: `rkinis ficari brZolaSi mkerdTa 
da RliaTa dasakravi; polotiki ewodebis brtyelTa rkinaTa saomrad sa-
farad mkerdTa (da iRliaTa), gina sxvaTa sasikvdinoTa da didad satki-
varTa adgilTa dasakravTa~. sulxan-saba orbeliani. leqsikoni qarTuli. 
t. I, gv. 628. 
72 antikur avtorebTan ar gvxvdeba cnobebi cxenis kisris abjarze da mas-
ze mxolod bizantiur xanaSi miuTiTeben. marTalia, egviptur gamosaxule-
bebze, Zv.w. VI saukunis kviprosul terakotasa da Zv.w. VII saukunis asu-
rul etlebSi cxenis kiseri qsovilis an tyavis safariT iyo daculi, mag-
ram liTonis abjari ar Cans. А. К. Нефёдкин. Защитное вооружение колесничных 
коней, gv. 255-256. 
73 es garemoeba kidev erTxel gvarwmunebs, rom marTlmadidebluri iko-
nografia asaxavda aRWurvilobaSi momxdar realur cvlilebas, Tuki is 
dadgenili kompoziciis da sqemis farglebSi Tavsdeboda. krinetis gamo-
saxva SedarebiT `SeumCnevlad~ SeiZleboda, ar arRvevda dadgenil nor-
mebs da amitomac aisaxa kidec wmindanTa SeiaraRebaSi. 
74 t. Seviakova. sof. adiSis (zemo svaneTi) gareT mdebare eklesiis `jgrag~ 
moxatulobis TariRis sakiTxisaTvis. saqarTvelos mecnierebaTa akademiis 
moambe. t. 27, #3. 1961, gv. 377-82; Т. С. Шевякова. Монументальная живопись раннего 
средневековья Грузии. Тб. 1983, gv. 25, рис. 92, 94. 
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nikorwmindis reliefebze da adiSis freskebze gamosaxulia kri-

neti (firfitebis ramdenime mwkriviT) da kiserze 2-3-jer Semoxveuli 

mosarTavi, romelic rkinis firfitebiTaa gaZlierebuli. (sur. 2) 

amave dros xSirad gvxvdeba mxolod cxenis kiserze ramdenjerme 

Semoxveuli, liTonis balTebiT damSvenebuli mosarTavi, romelsac 

damcvelobiTi funqciac hqonda da dekoratiuli mizniTac gamoiyenebo-

da. cxenis kisris irgvliv oTxjer da xuTjer daxveuli raxtissaxo-

vani Tasmebi X saukuneSi Cndeba saqarTveloSi.75 ase morTuli cxenebi 

gvxvdeba X-XI saukuneebis mravalricxovan Wedur xatebze, rogoricaa 

mravalZalis, setis, jaxunderis, lanCvanis da sxv.76 maTgan gansakuT-

rebiT aRsaniSnavia XI saukunis dasawyisis setis wm. giorgis xati, 

romelzedac sami cxenosani wmindania gamosaxuli da samives (centrSi 

wm. giorgi, gverdebze – wm. demetre da wm. Tevdore) cxenebs kiseri 

saimedod aqvT daculi. (sur. 3) 

aseTma SejavSnam cxeni SeiZleba daicvas mxolod zemodan qvemoT 

mimarTuli mCexavi dartymisagan. im epoqaSi qarTvelTa SesaZlo mowi-

naaRmdegeebi bizantia, somxuri samefoebi da arabuli saemiroebia, ro-

melTa cxenosnebic ZiriTadad xelCarTuli brZolis stiliT xasiaT-

debodnen. maT winaaRmdeg aseT abjars SeeZlo garkveuli roli eTama-

Sa, Tumca cxenosani moisreebiT dakompleqtebuli armiebis winaaRmdeg 

igi praqtikulad gamousadegaria. selCukebis gamoCenis Semdeg am tipis 

abjari Tavis mniSvnelobas dakargavda da mxolod mosarTavis saxiT 

Tu darCeboda, rogorc aris gamosaxuli nakifaris, ifrarisa da la-

gurkas freskebze. 

aRsaniSnavia, rom cxenis abjari yovelTvis ufro iSviaTi iyo, 

vidre adamianis abjari da siZviris gamo mxolod didebulTa da mdi-

dar raindTa kuTvnileba iyo.77 maTi mflobelebi elitarul, wina xa-

zis mZime kavalerias qmnidnen. 

cxenis sruli abjaris siZvirisa da SedarebiTi simZimis gamo, 

iyo cdebi, rom wonasTan erTad misi fasic SeemcirebinaT da amave 

dros SeenarCunebinaT ZiriTadi dacviTi funqciebi. am dros abjris 

                                                            
75 n. CofikaSvili. qarTuli kostiumi (VI-XIV ss.). Tb. 1964, gv. 63. 
76 Г. Н. Чубинашвили. Грузинское чеканное искусство. Тб. 1959, таб. 43, gv. 182, 188, 190. 
77 Stuart W. Pyhrr. Introduction. in The Armored Horse in Europe, 1480-1620. New York. 2005, 
gv. 7.  
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Semsubuqebis mizniT icavdnen mxolod cxenis wina nawils da mkerds.78 

aseTi cxenis abjriT xasiaTdeboda bolo periodis sasanuri iranis 

mZime cxenosani, romlis nimuSsac 620 wels TaR-i bostanis reliefze 

gamosaxuli xosro II farvizis SejavSnuli cxeni warmoadgens. 

es tendencia SenarCunebulia X saukunis dasawyisisTvisac. bi-

zantiis imperatori leon VI brZeni Tavis taqtikaSi aRwers pirveli 

xazis mebrZolTa cxenebisaTvis aucilebel aRWurvilobas. igi Semoi-

fargleba cxenis saSubliT da mkerdisa da kisris damfaravi rkinis an 

qsovilis abjriT.79 

X saukunis meore naxevarSi imperatori nikifore II foka (963-

969) traqtatSi “Praecepta militaria” mZimed SeWurvili katafraqtebis 

cxenebisaTvis mTlian abjarsac aRgviwers, magram qsovilisas an tya-

visas da arc axsenebs rkinis abjars.80 

XI saukunis dasawyisSi imaves imeorebs nikifore uranosi, basi-

li II-is yvelaze niWieri sardali: mis mier aRwerili katafraqtebis 

cxenis abjaric mxolod qsovilis an tyavisaa.81 

sainteresoa, rom am dros, X-XI saukuneebSi qarTvelebi iyenebd-

nen ara Semsubuqebul (mxolod saSuble da samkerde), aramed cxenis 

srul abjars. mixeil ataliate garkveviT ambobs, rom qarTvelebi `Se-

javSnul da mouwyvlad cxenebsac yoveli mxridan [abjriT] faravd-

nen~.82 isic viciT, rom es abjari, qsovilis nacvlad, liTonisagan iyo 

damzadebuli. aristakes lastivertecis mowmobiT, is rkinis iyo.83 

zemoT moyvanili cnobebi gvarwmunebs, rom imdroindel bizan-

tiur kavaleriasTan SedarebiT, qarTveli cxenosnebis aRWurviloba 

ufro mZime iyo. Tumca am Sedarebam SecdomaSi ar unda Segviyvanos. ar 

unda warmovidginoT, rom imdroindeli qarTuli samefoebis ekonomi-

kuri da samxedro potenciali bizantiis Tanafardi iyo. mZime cxenos-

                                                            
78 В. П. Никоноров. Развитие конского защитного снаряжения, gv. 34. 
79 The Taktika of Leo VI. text, translation, and commentary by George T. Dennis. Washington. 
2010, gv. 5.3, 6.8. 
80 Никифор II Фока. Стратегика. перевод со среднегреческого и комментарии А. К. Нефёд-
кина. СПб. 2005, gv. 23. 
81 Eric McGeer. Sowing the Dragon’s Teeth: Byzantine Warfare in the Tenth Century. Washing-
ton. 1995, gv. 115. 
82 mixeil ataliate. istoria, gv. 27. 
83 aristakes lastiverteci. istoria, gv. 51. 
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nebis SeiaraRebaSi es gansxvaveba bizantiisa da saqarTvelos gansxvave-

buli socialuri da saxelmwifoebrivi wyobiT aris ganpirobebuli. 

bizantiaSi armiis SeiaraRebaze pasuxismgebeli upirvelesad saxelmwi-

fo iyo, saqarTveloSi ki feodaluri klasi arafers iSurebda sakuTa-

ri SeiaraRebis gasaZliereblad.84 

amave dros cxenis abjris es mimoxilva saSualebas gvaZlevs 

warmovidginoT Sua saukuneebis saqarTvelos mZimed aRWurvili cxe-

nosnebi, rac samxedro saqmis ganviTarebis maRali donisa da im didi 

resursebis pirdapiri maniSnebelia, rasac qarTuli feodaluri sazo-

gadoeba SeiaraRebas axmarda.85 

                                                            
84 bizantiurTan SedarebiT qarTuli abjris mravalferovnebaze, ix. m. 
wurwumia. firfitovani abjris evolucia saqarTvelosa da bizantiaSi. gv. 
29-31. 
85 am mxriv simptomaturia qaixosro ColoyaSvilis mowmoba, romlis mixed-
viTac saTadarigo (marqafa) cxenic ki SeiZleba SejavSnuli yofiliyo: 
„Tormeti kaci memaTraxed mohyva; zogsa misi marqafa bargistaniT Semkuli 
eWira“. q. ColoyaSvili. omainiani, gv. 51. 
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ilustraciebi: 

 
sur. 1. saqarTvelos erovnul muzeumSi daculi axalgoris samkauli 

cxenis gamosaxulebiT, detali. 

 

 
sur. 2. adiSi, wm. giorgis (jgragi) eklesia, wm. Tevdore CrdiloeTis 

kedelze, Seviakovas mixedviT. 
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sur. 3. setis wm. giorgis xati, ermakovis foto. 
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Mamuka Tsurtsumia 
 

HORSE ARMOUR IN MEDIEVAL GEORGIA 
 

Summary 
 
A good horse had always a high value. The riders life depended on the 

horse, hence its protection was given considerable attention from early times. 
Horse armour has a history of some three millennia, originating in 

Mesopotamia. Heavy cavalry was created by the Assyrians. They mounted a 
heavily armoured warrior on a horse, while the Khorezmians are known to have 
had a cavalry fully equipped (both the rider and the horse) with metal armour in 
the 6th century BC. In later centuries horse armour occurs in the armies of all 
great empires of the East. The Achaemenids and Seleucids employed an 
armoured cavalry. Especially intensive was its use in Parthia and Sasanid Iran, 
Rome and Byzantium imitating the latter. 

Research into horse armour in Georgia comes across many obstacles. In 
the first place note should be taken of the non-existence of archaeological 
specimens, and generally of any material evidences. Matters are complicated 
further by the absence of a full-valued representations of horse armour; this may 
be accounted for by the tradition established in Orthodox iconography, which 
did not reflect an armoured horse from the beginning. 

Nevertheless, horse armour has a long history in Georgia. The tradition of 
fighting on an armoured horse is attested to from the time of Vakhtang 
Gorgasali. Reports on Georgian horse armour become more numerous in the 
Middle Ages. Early in the 11th century, when the Georgian kingdom is formed 
and the Georgian feudal class is on the rise, the heavy armament and armoured 
horses were reflected in the writings of Byzantine and Armenian authors. Horse 
armour is attested to in Georgian documents and narrative sources as well. 
Belles-lettres also supplies diverse material on horse armour. 

The evidence preserved in Georgian written sources enables one to 
discuss the types of horse armour and it's constituent parts, such as chamfron, 
crinet and barding. 

A review of horse armour helps us to form an idea of medieval Georgian 
heavily armed cavalrymen, which points to the high level of warfare and the 
considerable resources spent by the Georgian feudal society on armament. 


