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Mamuka Tsurtsumia

HORSE ARMOUR IN MEDIEVAL GEORGIA
Summary

A good horse had always a high value. The riders life depended on the
horse, hence its protection was given considerable attention from early times.

Horse armour has a history of some three millennia, originating in
Mesopotamia. Heavy cavalry was created by the Assyrians. They mounted a
heavily armoured warrior on a horse, while the Khorezmians are known to have
had a cavalry fully equipped (both the rider and the horse) with metal armour in
the 6th century BC. In later centuries horse armour occurs in the armies of all
great empires of the East. The Achaemenids and Seleucids employed an
armoured cavalry. Especially intensive was its use in Parthia and Sasanid Iran,
Rome and Byzantium imitating the latter.

Research into horse armour in Georgia comes across many obstacles. In
the first place note should be taken of the non-existence of archaeological
specimens, and generally of any material evidences. Matters are complicated
further by the absence of a full-valued representations of horse armour; this may
be accounted for by the tradition established in Orthodox iconography, which
did not reflect an armoured horse from the beginning.

Nevertheless, horse armour has a long history in Georgia. The tradition of
fighting on an armoured horse is attested to from the time of Vakhtang
Gorgasali. Reports on Georgian horse armour become more numerous in the
Middle Ages. Early in the 11th century, when the Georgian kingdom is formed
and the Georgian feudal class is on the rise, the heavy armament and armoured
horses were reflected in the writings of Byzantine and Armenian authors. Horse
armour is attested to in Georgian documents and narrative sources as well.
Belles-lettres also supplies diverse material on horse armour.

The evidence preserved in Georgian written sources enables one to
discuss the types of horse armour and it's constituent parts, such as chamfron,
crinet and barding.

A review of horse armour helps us to form an idea of medieval Georgian
heavily armed cavalrymen, which points to the high level of warfare and the
considerable resources spent by the Georgian feudal society on armament.
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